FY2025
FC 0350 Playful Learning Institute (competitive)

Questions and Answers 

Please email questions to achievement@mass.gov with the 
Subject Line: FY2025 FC 0350 Question

Questions and responses will be posted here and updated periodically until the grant due date.

Questions through 11/15/2024:

1. Question: Will the slides be shared after the [Bidders Conference]?
Question: Will you email the power point for us to share with others unable to attend the meetings today.
Answer: The Bidders Conference slide deck will be linked in GEM$ and on the PLI website.


2. Question: How big should the team be? 
Answer: PLI teams must include 2 educators at each grade level PreK-3 and one building administrator for each school building participating in the PLI as well as a district administrator.  It is this core team that will participate in professional development and coaching. 

The district can include additional team members to participate in professional development including but not limited to: community-based early childhood and out-of-school time providers, instructional assistants, special education/inclusion specialists, specialists working with multi-lingual learners; district/school coaches working with PLI participating classroom educators, etc.

3. Question: Will the 5 teams currently involved in Playful Learning need to apply for this grant or are you looking for 8 new sites?
Answer: DESE is seeking 8 new sites.  Districts that participated in the pilot of the Playful Learning Institute are eligible to apply to bring on new educators within the participating school or to bring on a team of educators from a new school.


4. Question: What commitment is expected from the district beyond the 18 months?  Are there any financial commitments that would be expected from the district?
Answer: No financial commitment/matching is expected from districts beyond the 18 months. The funds for awarded districts are intended to cover grant related costs, including professional development, coaching, evaluation and supplies and materials.

5. Question: Is there a requirement to adopt a particular curriculum program in order to implement the playful learning strategies?
Answer: No, coaches will support educators to embed playful learning strategies into already existing curricular programs being implemented at each grade level.

6. Question: Can you expanded on language in the RFP that states, “Districts must consult with eligible private schools in their community and complete the Private Schools Consultation form (found in the Related Documents Section of the grant in GEM$. Additional resources can be found at DESE's Private School Equitable Services under ESSA webpage.”
Answer: An eligible LEA applying for a Stronger Connections subgrant (e.g., Fund Code 0350 – Playful Learning Institute, PK-3) must consult with appropriate private school officials before the entity makes any decision that affects the opportunities of eligible private school children and educators to participate (ESEA section 8501(c)(3)). Such consultation might include a brief survey of non-public schools or other information gathering to indicate the schools’ interest in participating and the population to be served. Such consultation will allow the LEA to consider the needs of all students and educators—both public and private—in developing its application, and to include the projected costs for equitable services in the application.

7. Question: For the private school consultation, does the school also have to serve PK-3?
Answer: Given that the focus of the Playful Learning Institute is PK through 3rd grade, private school consultation would ideally include private schools in the district’s geographic boundaries that include those grades.


PLI School Team Questions
8. Question: Is the school team required to have all 5 grade levels?
Answer: DESE will prioritize districts who apply with teams that include educators from PreK through 3rd educators.

9. Question: Just to confirm, is including PK a requirement or could there be an option for just k through 3?
Answer: DESE will prioritize districts that apply with teams in PreK-3.

10. Question: Can we target only PK and the team be Admin, teachers, community based PK and local childcare providers?
Answer: DESE will prioritize districts who apply with teams that include educators from PreK through 3rd educators.

11. Question: Similarly, are we required to have Pre-K through grade 3, or could we write for one school that happens to be Pre-K through1?
Answer: DESE will prioritize districts who apply with teams in PreK-3.  If a school team is interested in the Playful Learning Institute and covers grades Pre-K through 1st, the district is encouraged to pair the school with an elementary school that includes interested 2nd and 3rd grade educators.

12. Question: Can District Coaches be part of the team?
Answer: District coaches can join the asynchronous and in-person professional development opportunities.

13. Question: In rural districts can we apply for only some grades and not all PK-3 if they aren’t all in the same building?
Answer: Districts with low enrollment in a particular grade or grades that results in only one classroom per grade level or a multi-age classroom, can submit an application with a team that reflects on one classroom per grade or one multi-age classroom covering multiple grades. 

If the district has at least two educators in each grade but they are located in different school buildings, the application can include a PK-3 team that includes multiple buildings. Note: in this model, the principal of any building where educators are included on the team must be on the team as well.  


GEM$ Questions
14. Question: I was looking at the Fund Code 0350 grant this weekend, but I do not see where the actual application for this grant can be found. Am I missing something? Can you share the link for it? 
Answer: As stated in the RFP, the competitive grant will be submitted in DESE’s new GEM$ system. GEM$ is a cloud-based fiscal and program management grant system that will eventually phase out the use of EdGrants. Please see the Submission Instructions section in the RFP for more information. The link is: Grants for Education Management System (GEM$). 

To find the application in GEM$, users can click on Funding  Funding Applications and then look for FC 0350 under the Competitive Applications header.

An Application Planning Template is available to support applicants in preparing the program narrative / required program information section of the application.

15. Question: I cannot find the new application for the grant on the GEM$ grant website. Would this be because we must submit the access request form prior to being able to view this application? Or is it possible I am on the wrong site? 
Answer: GEM$ is the correct site to apply for this grant.  To find the application in GEM$, users can click on Funding  Funding Applications and then look for FC 0350 under the Competitive Applications header.

In order to submit an application, at least one user must be assigned the role of LEA Grantwriter for this particular grant application.  A district’s User Access Administrator can assign this role.
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16. Question: Will you be able to share a video or guide on how to navigate GEM$? 
Answer: GEM$ Training Documentation and Recordings are available on the GEM$ main page in the DESE Resources section.  

17. Question: Does the grant need to be approved by the LEA Superintendent/Chief Executive? 
Answer: Yes, competitive grant applications are considered approved and submitted when the grant is moved through the “Superintendent/Chief Executive Approval” step in GEM$.  The due date of the grant is December 11, 2024 at 5:00pm in GEM$. 

18. Question: Are the grants populated in GEM$ for each district? Is there no limit to the narrative for the required program (information) description.   
Answer: LEA Assigned Users in GEM$ for an organization will see a list of all funding applications for which their organization is eligible by navigating to Funding  Funding Applications. 

There is no page limit for the narrative sections in the funding application as this is a web-based grant application platform. Responses should be provided to address each specific question. Please make sure to respond to the question being asked when writing your response. 

19. Question: We are planning to create an early learning center for next school year that will have PreK for 3 and 4 year olds. Could we apply for this grant in anticipation of that?  And, if not, what is the likelihood of another opportunity like this coming up soon?
Answer: DESE will prioritize districts who apply with participants from Pre-K to grade 3. If the district knows the teachers whose classrooms will be in the new early learning center and there are at least two educators along with the administrator that will be leading in the building, these individuals could be listed as part of the school team. Additionally, the district would need to consider which school with grades Kindergarten through 3rd grade would also be included on the school team. This grant will run for 18 months.

Pending funding availability and information gleaned from the Playful Learning Institute’s Evaluation, it is the hope that additional cohorts of school teams will be included in future implementation plans.  
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