FY2026
FC 310E-645E – McKinney Vento Homeless Education and 21st Century Community Learning Centers — Family Engagement /
 Playful Learning Enhancement Grant
  (competitive)

Questions and Answers

Please email questions to:
Olga Lopez, Family Engagement Specialist
Karyl Renick, 21st Century Comm Learning Centers Prog Coordinator
Shirley Fan-Chan, Homeless Education State Coordinator
Subject Line: FY2026 FC 310E-345E Question

Questions and responses will be posted here and updated periodically until the grant due date.
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[bookmark: _Toc222991453]Important information
Accessing the application in GEM$: All eligible entities have access to the application in GEM$.  In order to begin an application, the entity’s User Access Administrator must assign the role of LEA FC 0310E – 345E McKinney Vento Homeless Education and 21st Century Community Learning Centers — Family Engagement / Playful Learning Enhancement Grant (Federal/COMP) Grant writer.
For first-time GEM$ users, see the GEM$ Submission Instructions section in the RFP (https://www.doe.mass.edu/grants/2026/310E-645E/) for additional information about how to access GEM$ and submit an application.




[bookmark: _Toc222991454]Questions through February 13, 2026
Q1: This is school-specific, right? Can/should we only be applying for one school, can we have several school teams?  Are families included in the planning phase, or just implementation? I was confused about this - for example, Facilitators and Recruiters that are identified on the attached document - are those folks just participating in training and planning at this phase, and then they will move into implementing sessions with families once implementation begins?

Response: If your district receives the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Grant Category B, your application will be district-specific and may include several participating schools. For 21st CCLC, it is specific to the school that receives grant funding. We want families to feel connected, valued and welcomed by the school their child attends. 

Families are engaged in both the planning and implementation phases. During the initial phase, FISS Facilitators and Recruiters focus on training and planning while families help inform outreach, recruitment, and program design. Once implementation begins, staff deliver the Families Core Program and support family participation, with districts providing the staffing, stipends, and resources outlined in the District’s Commitments.

Q2: You mentioned possibly using 310 funding to implement FISS. If the district does consider using its 310 funding to support implementing FISS, would 100% of the participants need to be covered under MKV?

Response: Programs funded by the McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Grant should primarily serve students experiencing homelessness or housing insecurity. If including other students in need increases effectiveness, districts can explain this in the grant application.

[bookmark: _Toc222991455]Questions through February 27, 2026
Q1: Are we allowed to purchase food for events with this grant?  If so, in which category does that belong?  

Response: For 21st CCLC grantees, food is not allowed for events unless there is an educational connection otherwise it is considered a celebration which funds cannot be used to support. 

For McKinney-Vento grantees, light snacks and drinks are permitted at student and family events. The food budget is considered under supplies through district purchase services.

