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FY25 IDEA 
FC0240/0262 Application 
Webinar
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Housekeeping
• To preserve bandwidth, your video and microphone 

are turned off.
• Use the Q&A feature at the bottom of the screen to 

ask questions.
• This session is being recorded. The slides will be 

posted on the GEM$ homepage following the webinar: 
https://mass.egrantsmanagement.com/ 

https://mass.egrantsmanagement.com/
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• Email: federalgrantprograms@mass.gov
• Website: www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants
• Hotline: 781-338-6230
Federal Grant Application & Amendments

Grant Liaison List by district

Examples of questions that can be directly addressed 
by the Federal Grants team: 

• Is this an allowable IDEA cost?
• Can I make a revision or change to my budget?
• I can’t find my allocation; when will the IDEA 

Allocation/RFPs be posted?

RASP Contact Information

mailto:federalgrantprograms@mass.gov
http://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants
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Grants Management
edgrants@mass.gov
EdGrants (Grantium)
Access/function, fund draw down 
and close-out

Examples of questions that can be directly addressed by the Grants 
Management team:

• Why can’t I request a reimbursement?
• How do I submit a final report?

• For Special Education programmatic 
questions and data collection, please 
contact the Office for Special Education 
Program and Policy (SEPP)

• 781-338-3375 or
o specialeducation@doe.mass.edu 

Examples of questions that can be directly addressed 
by the SEPP team:

• How do I know which private schools to contact for 
equitable services?

• What information should be included in the GEPA 
statements?

GM & SEPP contact info

mailto:edgrants@mass.gov
mailto:specialeducation@doe.mass.edu


55

AGENDA:
1. Transition from EdGrants to GEM$
2. Indepth look at the application
3. Live Look at FY25 IDEA Application
4. Available Resources
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• Both EdGrants (FY23 and before) and GEM$ (FY24 and forward) 
will simultaneously be live and accessible.

• FY23 IDEA grants end 9/30/24

• Check the RFP if unsure which grants are in EdGrants vs 
GEM$

• FY24 Grants moving forward will be accessed via GEM$
• The GEM$ site URL is https://mass.egrantsmanagement.com/

Transition from EdGrants to GEM$

https://mass.egrantsmanagement.com/
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• To be added to the system/a specific grant, please contact your 
district’s User Access Administrator (UAA) to assign you a 
GEM$ role (multiple people can have the same role).

• To find your district’s UAA, use the left navigation menu to access 
the  “Address Book”

• You will need the role of IDEA Consolidated Grantwriter in 
order to complete the IDEA application in GEM$.

GEM$ Roles



8

GEM$ Access-Workflow

The start date of 
your IDEA grants 
will be the date of 
LEA Fiscal Rep 
Approval.
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• The Superintendent/Chief Executive role must be held and should be 
exercised by the actual organizational leader. 

• The Superintendent/Chief Executive must approve funding applications in 
GEM$ unless unavailable to approve for a length of time that would 
unreasonably delay submission of the funding application.

• All funding applications require at least 2 sets of eyes from an LEA – 
the Superintendent and at least one other (either the LEA Fiscal 
Representative or the LEA Grantwriter, or both).

• In no case should a funding application be created/approved by the 
same person holding all three LEA roles. 

• Note: The same person may be assigned all three roles in GEM$ (although 
this would be unusual) but cannot exercise all three roles on the same 
funding application. 

GEM$ Signoffs 
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DESE has created a GEM$ LEA User Role Resource Guide designed to describe the capabilities and 
responsibilities that each role has in GEM$, as well as DESE’s expectations for how these roles will be 
used and managed by each LEA.

In addition to the resource guide, DESE has created several forms (linked below) that must be used if a 
district wishes to assign new roles to staff. Some forms will be sent directly to DESE, others uploaded to 
GEM$, and the majority will solely be kept on file with the LEA. The GEM$ LEA User Role Diagram for 
Use of Forms provides an overview and instructions for using the forms.

User Role Forms for all GEM$ Roles:
GEM$ First User Access Administrator Form
GEM$ Alternate User Access Administrator form
GEM$ LEA General User form
GEM$ LEA Superintendent Chief Exec form
GEM$ Vendor Authorization User form

The forms, as well as the resource guide, are also posted on the DESE Resources page of GEM$.

LEA Requirements for GEM$ User Roles - Guidance and Forms

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=9a22d486ae&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_kr9WDGsw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=72e6421674&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_lYKF3Dag$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=72e6421674&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_lYKF3Dag$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=d87f267186&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_nonbFO8w$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=39e88a5c13&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_mc_FItOA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=07cd58a64e&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_nor7DJpg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=46abbab1cc&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_khpyiQiA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=503f761c8d&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_lkxZuZEw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/mass.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a&id=0ccf8e08f0&e=1149a29808__;!!CPANwP4y!RftFpBbzG8nff0CvRm10oqOmb4TVddhE8msTpewj0BoJqg_-sKCbxT2dIqjCORkTd81PBrPR0j75NKbVxUWM55CXziy-Z_mvm2bL3g$
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GEM$ Navigation Tips

• The left menu allows for quick 
navigation between GEM$ 
components.

• From the menu, hover over 
menu items with arrows to 
view sub-menus.

• Use GEM$ navigation links; 
not your browser’s Back 
button.
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GEM$ Chart of Accounts

•GEM$ includes dropdown 
menus for object codes and 
function codes (organized by 
function categories).

•Designed to align with your 
local accounting systems, 
streamline grant budgeting, 
and facilitate EOYR reporting.
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GEM$ Chart of Accounts

Object Codes Function Codes



14

• DESE Resources

GEM$ Resources continued
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The RFPs and allocations are posted under each fund code for 
FY25 at www.doe.mass.edu/grants

The IDEA Consolidated grant application is due in GEM$ by
September 30, 2024

Federal Grant Program RFPs

http://www.doe.mass.edu/grants
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In-depth look at FY25 IDEA 
Application
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• Before you can begin, you must change the status of the 
application:

• Once you have completed the application (in order to more 
along in workflow):

Remember!
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FY25 IDEA (0240/0262) Application Sections
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Checklist – DESE Reviewers Comments

• Check the Checklist and Reviewer Comments located at the top of the grant’s section page for your Federal 
Grant Liaison’s comments when your grant application has been returned to you.

• Make sure all comments have been addressed before re-submitting the grant back to DESE. 
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• MOE is required for all LEAs
• Any LEA receiving IDEA Part B funds must budget and spend at least 

the same amount of local or state and local funds for the 
education of children with disabilities on a year-to-year basis

• Ways to Meet MOE
• The law gives LEAs 4 options to demonstrate they have met MOE (MA on allows 

for methods 2 and 4):
1. Total amount of local funds,
2. Total amount of State and local funds in the aggregate,
3. Per capita (e.g., per child with disability) amount of local funds, or
4. Per capita amount of State and local funds.

Maintenance of Effort (MOE)

20
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Maintenance of Effort
Step 1: Demonstration of Maintenance of Effort
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CEIS/CCEIS
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CCEIS Reminders
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CCEIS Strategies
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• Districts that are not required to calculate equitable services must check 
the box at the top of the section.

• Those Districts include:
• Charter, virtual, or vocational/technical districts OR
• Districts that do NOT have any parentally placed or homeschool students AND
• Districts that are not the lead district/fiscal agent for a consortium

Equitable Services
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Equitable Services
Calculating Equitable Services Reservation
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Live look at FY25 IDEA Application
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• Quick Reference Guides (QRG): allowable v. unallowable costs
• IDEA 240 main grant
• IDEA Early Childhood 262 grant

• QRG: Proportionate Share
• QRG: Allowable Costs for Equitable Services
• Special Education Entitlement Allowable Costs Document
• Resources for Program Directors - IDEA - Federal Grant Programs 

(mass.edu)
• Guidance to IDEA by Topic - IDEA - Federal Grant Programs (mass.edu)

Currently Available IDEA Resources

https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/resources/qrg-240.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/resources/qrg-262.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/resources/qrg-proportionate-share.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/resources/qrg-equitable-services.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/resources/allowablecosts.docx
https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/resources/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/resources/
https://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/idea/guidance.html
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Email: federalgrantprograms@mass.gov
Hotline: 781-338-6230

Contact your federal grants liaison directly: www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/liaisons.xlsx

THANK YOU

mailto:federalgrantprograms@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/federalgrants/liaisons.xlsx
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